BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING MINUTES
October 29, 2018

The Board met in regular session at 6:00pm at Jacobs Primary School. President Aldrich called the meeting to order. Present were Mr.
Aldrich, Mr. Cooper, Mrs. Robertson, Mrs. Russel, Dr. Siebenaler Wilson, Treasurer Mr. Barnhart, Assistant Superintendent Mr. Roth
and Superintendent Mr. Kurt.
CELEBRATIONS
Student from Jacobs shared their amazing talents with the Board on Monday night. Mrs. Miller also shared some of the positive things
that have happened in the last few weeks with community members. One person dropped off several coats for students that did not
have a winter coat yet; book bags have been donated; and some Beds to Go were donated for those students that may not have a bed
to sleep in or are transient so they can always have something of their own to sleep on. Mrs. Russel celebrated Bob Montgomery and
the Trojan Football team. She celebrated that Mr. Montgomery was presented with the Trojan Forever plaque and the football team
after the game came by the booth and wished Mr. Montgomery farewell. Mr. Aldrich celebrated Chamberlin Hill’s Enchanted Forest
Literacy night and their upcoming Veteran’s Day program. He also celebrated Bigelow Hill and their program based learning with
Habitat for Humanity.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Jeanine Gilts addressed the Board on behalf of F.E.A.: Busy beginning of the year. Jacobs is hitting their Trojan Targets and
conferences went well. F.E.A. is in support of the levy and teachers have been canvasing in support. They will also be placing an ad in
the local paper.
2018-010-008 APPROVAL OF MINUTES
It was motioned by Mrs. Russel, seconded by Mrs. Robertson to approve the regular meeting minutes from October 8, 2018 and special
Board Work Session October 24, 2018.
Roll call: Mrs. Russel, aye; Mrs. Robertson, aye; Mr. Aldrich, aye; Mr. Cooper, aye; Dr. Siebenaler Wilson, aye. President Aldrich
declared the motion carried.
2018-010-009 CONSENT ITEMS (A-J)
It was motioned by Mrs. Robertson, seconded by Mr. Cooper to approve consent items A-J.
CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL
A.

Leave of Absence (will use paid sick, personal, and/or vacation time, if available)
Diana Sanders-Wiseley (Glenwood, ESL)
Effective: 10/10/18- 10/17/18
Reason: FMLA
Kristina Pritchard (Jefferson, Kindergarten)
Effective: 11/15/18 - 1/2/19
Reason: FMLA
Victoria Swartz (FLC, Director Online Learning)
Effective 10/3/18 -10/14/18
Reason: FMLA
Victoria Swartz (FLC, Director Online Learning)
Effective: 10/15/18 - 12/31/18
Reason: Intermittent FMLA

B.

Retirement
Deanna Kiesel (Physical Education, Jefferson/Chamberlin)
Reason: Retirement

(22 years)
Effective: May 25, 2019

C. Appointments
1.

Home Instructors - Step 0 @ $22.01 per hour for 2018-2019 School Year
Cori Burchnell

Elsa Shrader

2.

Findlay Digital Academy
The superintendent recommends the employment of the following as purchased service through Findlay City Schools
at a rate of $21.78 per hour on an as needed basis:
Betsy (Mary Beth) Faeth as a Data Coach (up to 20 hours per week)
Karla Stechschulte as an Academic Coach

3.

Supplemental Duty Assignments – Certificated Personnel for 2018-2019 School Year
Thomas Brown
Jason Chomic
Blake Delaney
Ray Elbin
Ursulla Jefferson
Jason Karcher
Ben Kirian
Luke Kohls
Don Mathews
Aaron Moyer
Dan Pack
Craig Perry
Kevin Swan
Kyle Watts
Mike Wilson

4.

Head 8th Grade Girls' Basketball Coach – Glenwood @ $3,621.30
Assistant Swimming Coach - 2/3 plus 30% of Head Swim @ $5,018.17
7th Grade Boys' Basketball Coach - Glenwood @ $3,079.97
Assistant Boys' Basketball Coach - FHS @ $4,965.29
Varsity/J.V. Cheerleading Coach (Basketball) - FHS @ $1,810.65
Head 8th Grade Boys' Basketball Coach – Glenwood @ $3,621.30
Head Wrestling Coach – FHS @ $5,693.28
Assistant Boys' Basketball Coach - FHS @ $4,218.63
Assistant Swimming Coach - 2/3 plus 20% of Head Swim @ $5,018.17
Freshman Boys' Basketball Coach - FHS (50%) @ $2,473.31
Head Middle School Wrestling Coach – Donnell @ $4,367.96
Head Hockey Coach – FHS @ $4,946.62
7th Grade Girls' Basketball Coach – Glenwood @ $3,826.63
Head Middle School Wrestling Coach – Glenwood @ $3,621.30
Head 8th Grade Girls' Basketball Coach – Donnell @ $4,367.96

Volunteer – 2018-2019 Certified Club Advisors/Helpers
Beverly Vetovitz – Teen Institute Volunteer Advisor

CLASSIFIED PERSONNEL
D. Leave of Absence (unpaid)
Jackie Delong (Transportation, Bus aide)
Effective: 9/23/18-11/6/18
Reason: Personal
E.

Resignation
Holly Haws (Special Ed Aide, Bigelow Hill)
Reason: Personal

F.

(17 years)
Effective: October 12, 2018

Appointments
1.

Facilities
Lonna Bruskotter (260 Secretary, Facilities)
Salary:
Step 10 working calamity days/delays @ $18.10/hour
Effective:
October 22, 2018

2.

Food Service
Christina Low (Food Service Worker, High School)
Salary:
Step 1 @ $11.19/hour
Effective:
October 22, 2018

3.

2018-2019 Jefferson Early Literacy Grant Aide @ $10.32 per hour
Sheryl Coats

4.

Substitute and/or Per Diem Employees
Jeffery Warren – Substitute Bus Driver @ $15.00/hour

5.

Supplemental Duty Assignments – Non-Certificated Personnel for 2018-2019 School Year
WHEREAS, in accordance with the provision of the Ohio Revised Code 3313.53, the duly appointed representatives
of the Findlay Board of Education have offered the following extra-duty positions, listed below, to the certificated
employees of the district and have advertised the positions to certificated personnel not employed by the district, and
WHEREAS, no qualified certificated individuals have been found for these positions,
NOW BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Findlay Board of Education hereby deems it appropriate to employ
non-certificated personnel for the specified positions for a period not to exceed one (1) year and that the
compensation shall be according to the adopted salary schedule for said position(s):
Lance Baker
Maddie (Madeline) Bell
Cliff Browne
Zach Brunner
Traci Dunn
Oliver Hardman
James Jolliff
Steve Jolliff
Tim Lauth
Brie Lemire
LeDaniel Mangas
Fred Nanamaker
Tyler Riley
Jim Rucki
Jodi Santos
Jeff Wobser

6.

Assistant Wrestling Coach – FHS @ $4,965.29
Assistant Boys'/Girls' Swimming Coach - FHS @ $2,445.31
Assistant Hockey Coach - FHS (50%) @ $2,473.31
Assistant Middle School Wrestling Coach – Glenwood @ $2,071.98
Head Gymnastics Coach – FHS @ $5,058.62
Head 8th Grade Boys' Basketball Coach – Donnell @ $4,367.96
J.V. Wrestling Coach (50%) @ $2,099.98
J.V. Wrestling Coach (50%) @ $2,099.98
Assistant Swimming Coach - 2/3 plus 20% of Head FHS Swim @ $4,448.85
Assistant Girls' Basketball Coach – FHS @ $4,218.63
Freshman Boys' Basketball Coach - FHS (50%) @ $2,099.98
Freshman Girls' Basketball Coach - FHS @ $4,946.62
7th Grade Boys' Basketball Coach - Donnell @ $3,079.97
Head Boys' Basketball Coach – FHS @ $8,959.92
Middle School Spirit Club Advisor - Donnell (50%) @ $550.66
Head Swimming Coach (20%) - 80% split with Assistants @ $1,138.66

Volunteer – 2018-2019 Classified Club Advisors/Helpers
John (Brooks) Bosse – Volunteer Hockey Coach
Joseph Dunn – Volunteer Gymnastics Coach
Thomas Elam – Shockwave and Pantasia Volunteer Truck Driver
Jennifer Jolliff – Wrestlerette Volunteer Advisor
Anthony Smith – Shockwave Volunteer Truck Driver
Cori Noon – Wrestlerette Volunteer Advisor
Nicholas Schenkel – Volunteer Boys’ Basketball Coach

G. Legal Counsel
The treasurer recommends approval to continue to use Rich & Gillis Law Group for property appraisal and appeals in
2019 as shown in EXHIBIT A.
H. New Lacrosse Club
The superintendent recommends approval of the Findlay High School New Lacrosse Club and Constitution as shown in
EXHIBIT B.
I.

FCS Sponsor Annual Report 17-18
The superintendent recommends approval of the 17-18 FCS Sponsor Annual Report as shown in EXHIBIT C.

J.

Acceptance of Gifts
GIFT:
FROM:
TO:

$35.00
Anonymous Donor
Kari Redman’s Washington Preschool Classroom

Roll call: Mrs. Robertson, aye; Mr. Cooper, aye; Mr. Aldrich, aye; Mrs. Russel, aye; Dr. Siebenaler Wilson, aye. President Aldrich
declared the motion carried.
DISCUSSION ITEMS
Mr. Steiner, Mr. Hankins and Mrs. Wannamacher presented EXHIBIT D: new courses of study for World Mythology, Film and Fiction,
and Historical Thinking.

ACTION ITEM
2018-010-010 Out of State Travel
It was motioned by Dr. Siebenaler Wilson, seconded by Mr. Cooper to approve of the following out of state travel:
 Sarah Sherman and Valli Ridenour to attend a Leader in Me Symposium on December 5, 2018 in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Roll call: Dr. Siebenaler Wilson, aye; Mr. Cooper, aye; Mr. Aldrich, aye; Mrs. Robertson, aye; Mrs. Russel, aye. President Aldrich
declared the motion carried.
SUPERINTENDENTS COMMENTS
Mr. Kurt shared the new billboard with Bigelow Hill students and One Energy. He also stated that he is impressed with the connectivity
with students and teachers. He stated that there are great things happening here every day!
BOARD’S COMMENTS
Mrs. Robertson stressed the importance of voting and the importance of the levy for our students. Dr. Siebenaler Wilson thanked Matt
Hull and Stephanie Wendt for co-chairing the levy together.
2018-010-011 EXECUTIVE SESSION
It was motioned by Mrs. Russel, seconded by Dr. Siebenaler Wilson to go into executive session at 6:35 pm to discuss employment
and compensation of personnel.
Roll call: Mrs. Russel, aye; Dr. Siebenaler Wilson, aye; Mr. Aldrich, aye; Mr. Cooper, aye; Mrs. Robertson, aye. President Aldrich
declared the motion carried.
2018-010-012 ADJOURNMENT
It was motioned by Mr. Aldrich, seconded by Dr. Siebenaler Wilson to adjourn the meeting at 7:38 pm.
Roll call: Mr. Aldrich, aye; Dr. Siebenaler Wilson, aye; Mr. Cooper, aye; Mrs. Robertson, aye; Mrs. Russel, aye. President Aldrich
declared the motion carried.

________________________________
Treasurer

_________________________________
President

NOTE: The next Regular Board meeting will be held Monday, December 10, 2018 at 5:30 PM at FHS-Library
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Jeffrey A. Rich*†
Mark H. Gillis
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Jeffrey A. Rich, Esq.
JRich@RichGillisLawGroup.com

October 16, 2018
Mike Barnhart, Treasurer
Findlay City School District
1100 Broad Avenue
Findlay, Ohio 45840

Associates
Karol C. Fox
Kelley A. Gorry
Kimberly G. Allison
Richelle L. Thoburn

*†also admitted in AZ & FL
*‡also admitted in AZ

Re: Proposal for 2019 Legal Services
Dear Mr. Barnhart:
This letter includes our recommendations for our legal services in monitoring your tax
duplicate for 2019. As you know by our proven results for your District, not only have we been
very successful in raising the values of recently sold property which account for a very small portion
of the time we spend representing you, but we have also been extraordinarily successful in
defending against taxpayer reduction complaints and exemption requests which have resulted in
huge tax benefits to the District. We, therefore, propose to continue to aggressively monitor your
tax duplicate. We hope you will consider favorably our recommendations, based on the success we
have had for you, as we predicted.
Outline of Actions for 2019 Tax Matters.
(a)
Sale Cases. Examine the 2018 sales in our school district, and in those cases where
the sale of commercial, industrial, income producing and other investment properties are in excess
of $100,000, and where the properties are under-assessed in relationship to their sale price, file a
complaint with the appropriate Board of Revision. We have, on an ongoing basis, been reviewing
sales all year, and are finished with most sales through Mid-September, 2018. In this manner,
we are able to spread the expense of our study to you more evenly throughout the year, while
avoiding the last minute rush which used to occur before we revised our sale study procedures.
(b)
Counter-Complaint Cases. Review all complaints filed by taxpayers for reduction
in tax value at the Board of Revision. Where the reductions requested are substantial and/or appear
to be unjustified, we will file a counter-complaint to resist and oppose those reductions. Where
approved by you, we will have appraisers review those complaints and assist us in determining the
fair market value of the property, and so indicate to the Board of Revision at some subsequent
hearing.
(c)
Review Other Properties. Review any other specific large properties that you
desire, in order to make certain they are fairly appraised. If any of those properties are determined
to be under-appraised, file the appropriate complaint at the Board of Revision.

(d)

Appeals. Continue to prosecute or defend any pending appeals.

(e)
Exempt Properties. We will continue to review exempt parcels and attend hearings
at the Division of Tax Equalization, in order to be certain that no parcel receives an exemption to
which it is not entitled. We also will assist you in any matter having to do with tax abatement.
(f)
Other School Law Matters. We are also available to assist you in other matters,
including, but not limited to, annexations, ordinances, legislative relations with state and local
governments, construction and other contract disputes, and public records requests. If at any time
you feel you need our assistance in any of these areas please contact us. This agreement, however,
does not require you to use our services in the areas described in this paragraph, but merely serves
to inform you of their availability through our offices. We would welcome the opportunity to
discuss any of these areas with you in greater detail.
As indicated, we have throughout the year examined sales in your district. However, our
results will have to be coordinated with the new tax duplicate to be issued later this year, and we
still have to study the sales for the remainder of 2018. Thus, we still need many months to complete
our review, and, therefore, are making these recommendations to you at this time. If they meet with
your approval, we would appreciate your signing the attached copy of this letter where appropriate
and returning it to us as soon as possible, or give us other written instructions as you may desire. It
is necessary, however, for us to confirm your intentions for 2018 as soon as possible so that we only
have to complete and verify our survey of the 2018 sales once for all our clients, which, of course,
minimizes your share of those costs.
As compensation for our services, we propose the following: you will be billed monthly
with a fully itemized statement, for legal fees and professional services at no less than $165.00 per
hour, and no more than $235.00 per hour, depending on the level of skill and experience of the
individual in our office handling the task. You will also be responsible for the payment of any
out-of-pocket expenses or appraisal costs.
We would be happy to meet with you and the Board of Education at any time to review
these matters in person. Thank you for your confidence and we hope that you agree that for the
relatively modest investment in monitoring your tax duplicate you have derived significant tax
benefits.
Sincerely,

Jeffrey A. Rich
Enclosure
JAR/bjl
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I have read the report and recommendations for 2019 tax matters and hereby authorize
Jeffrey A. Rich, Mark H. Gillis and RICH & GILLIS LAW GROUP, LLC, its successors, partners,
associates and employees to proceed as described therein for 2019.

________________________
Date

___________________________________
Mike Barnhart, Treasurer
Findlay City Schools
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FINDLAY TROJANS HIGH SCHOOL Lacrosse Club
2018-19 CONSTITUTION

Must be signed by PARENT& LACROSSE
PLAYER
in order to participate
Conduct/Behavior
All Findlay Trojan Lacrosse players and Parents will maintain & uphold a positive,
supportive, reputation through their own conduct & team spirit. Everyone is expected to be
KIND. There is NO ROOMOR TIME for personal conflicts or negative attitudes which includes
the following:
•

Making fun of anyone or anything in a negative way.

•

Making/performing

•

Talking back, disrespecting , or not cooperating with advisors, and coaches.

•

Leaving a Findlay Trojans lacrosse activity without permission from a coach or advisor.

•

Poor sportsmanship such as talking negatively about other cheer squads or not supporting their
successes.

•

Derogatory FACEBOOK
, INSTAGRAM, SNAPCHAT, or ANY SOCIALMEDIA posting of any kind.

rude or vulgar comments/actions .

Any violation of the above expectations may result in suspension from practices or competitions, or
removal from the squad. The advisors reserve the right to remove any child/parent from the squad
displaying poor sportsmanship in a harmful way to the school.

Attendance Policy
Attendance is CRITICAL to the success of the Lacrosse Team. Lacrosse is a TEAM activity, and
success requires each member to be fully engaged. Each Lacrosse player has a very specific role
and purpose in the performance, and their attendance and participation is imperative.

•

Competitions are mandatory.

•

Practices are mandatory .

•

Lacrosse players MUST PRACTICE BEFORE THE COMPETITION in order to participate in
the competition.

Transportation
All participants must have their own transportation to and from practices , competitions, &
events.

Equipment
•

•

Each member is required to have the following equipment : (All equipment can be
bought for 550$ Minus the stick)
o Helmet,
o Gloves,
o Elbow pads,
o Shoulder pads,
o mouthpiece (Cleats and cup are preferred) uniforms will be available for
purchase.
o LacrosseStick
Uniforms are meant for competition events only. Please launder&. take good care of
them .

Practices
•
•

•

•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•

Practices will be set by advisors.
All members must attend every practice and be on time. If a member cannot make it to practice
or must be late , a phone call or written excuse must be given to your advisor before that
practice. A two week notice is preferred , if possible.
The advisor reserves the right to add and change practices when deemed necessary.
Scheduling conflicts may and can occur. As much notice as possible will be given for any
changes.
Excusedabsences: two week notice, illness, death in the family.
Excessiveabsences due to illness may require a doctor slip. Advisor reserves the right to request
a doctor slip.
Unless there is an illness/injury that has resulted in a doctor excuse that has been
submitted to the advisor, no more than 3 excused absences will be allowed. A two week
notice is still required by the advisor for all excused absences.
No more than 3 unexcused practices all together will be allowed.
Appropriate attire for practice must be worn . Appropriate attire consists of shorts, sweats,
t-shirts , sweatshirts, tennis shoes, and no jewelry . This means no jeans, sandals, flip flops or
anything you are unable to move in. No gym affiliated attire is permitted , in effort to unite FHS
students.
Gum chewing is not allowed during practice / competition .
Warming up is NOT optional. All lacrosse players must warm up first .
If a parent/guest at practices causes any disruption or problem during practice , they will be
asked to leave. If problems persist, FHSLacrosseClub has the right to close practices.

Facility Rules
•

All facility rules must be followed during practices . We are trusted that we will abide by the
rules and practice safely .

✓

No soda (pop) is allowed in the gymnasium.

✓

Return Chairs or other furnishing to locations from which they were found .

✓

Clean area of debri s, spills, paper, et c.

✓

Room(s) left in neat condition .

✓

Restrooms left in neat condition.

✓

Failing to abide by any of the above rules may result in suspension from practices or
competitions, removal from the squad, or loss of the use of the facility.

Competitions
•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The advisor reserves the right to change or add to the competition schedule if deemed
necessary to benefit the Team and representation of the FHSLacrosse Club. If this
occurs, it will be discussed in advance with the Team.
FHS Lacrosse club reserves the right to divide the team into various teams to meet the
skill level and demands of the competitions , such as: Modified , Varsity , There will be NO
ALL STAR TEAM. If multiple squads exist , supporting and encouraging one another will be
expected. We expect to see them in the stands to support their teammates when
available.
Members must wear the designated uniform for competitions . This will be determined by
the advisor in advance. Be sure your entire uniform is CLEAN! Advisor reserves the right
to not allow you to compete if the uniform is not worn or in the appropriate condition .
Members are not allowed to wear jewelry .
Be on time , dressed, ready & fed before competition .
Members MUST Participate in the PRACTICEBEFORETHE COMPETITIONin order to
participate.
If you are injured , you are still required to be in uniform and sit with your squad for the
entire competition.
Excused absences: 2 weeks in advance "scheduled" absence, illness, or death in the
family.
Excessive absences due to illness may require a doctor slip . Advisor reserves the right to
request a doctor slip.
Pictures from events may be shared on social media in support of the FHSLacrosse Club.

I HAVE READAND UNDERSTAND,AND COMMITTO ABIDE BY THE ABOVE2018-19 CONSTITUTION
PARENT SIGNATURE & DATE

Lacros se pl ay er SIGNATURE & DAT E

2017‐2018
Findlay City Schools
Sponsorship
Annual Report
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Findlay Digital Academy

FINDLAY
DIGITAL ACADEMY
Where Learning Fits You TM

Findlay Digital Academy History & Curriculum
The Findlay community and Findlay City School District board and administrators in 2003‐2004 responded to
their concern in regard to the number of students who were dropping out of school or on the verge of
dropping out of school by forming a task force to study this dropout concern. Findlay City School District
personnel and members from the community, which included the Hancock County Juvenile Court, Family
Resource Center, Camp Fire USA, the Hancock County ADAMHS board, the Hancock County Educational
Service Center, and others met throughout 2003‐2004 to explore, select and put into place an educational
delivery option to address the dropout concern. It was decided that offering an online learning opportunity
that was totally flexible, provided tutoring, and a support system would be the best option. Through the task
force’s efforts, Findlay City Schools (Sponsor) was awarded a federal grant to become the sponsor of an
online community school. Findlay Digital Academy (School) opened its doors in January 2005 with a student
enrollment of 35 and has expanded to where it now serves over 200+ students every school year with an
average fulltime enrollment of 120 students. During the 2017‐2018 school year, 83 students graduated from
the Academy.
Findlay Digital Academy’s curriculum has expanded to not only offer the online curriculum, but students can
also choose to participate in Career Technical Programs at Millstream Career Center and/or take college
classes through the College Credit Plus program. During 2017‐2018, eight students participated in Millstream
Career Center programs and four were enrolled in college courses.
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The online curriculum is available to the students 24/7. It is an individualized continuous progress model of
education that sets high expectations for every student. This online curriculum is aligned with the Ohio
Academic Content Standards. Each course has a Highly Qualified online teacher that the student can
contact via email, texting, or skyping for assistance. Additionally, Findlay Digital Academy offers a lab setting
that is staffed with licensed teachers and it is open Monday through Thursday from 10:00 AM ‐ 4:00 PM to
offer one‐on‐one tutoring. Each student is assigned an Instructional Coach who makes weekly contact with
the student and/or parent. Students are expected to work 25 hours a week on their school assignments and
complete at least one credit per quarter.

FINDLAY
DIGITAL ACADEMY
Whe re Learning Fits You••
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Sponsor Mission & Leadership
Findlay City Schools Sponsoring Mission
Findlay City Schools, as a Community School Sponsor, is dedicated to “Educating and Empowering for Life,”
those students enrolled in the school(s) it sponsors.
Findlay City Schools Sponsoring Goals (Based on the National Association of Charter School
Authorizers Index of Essential Practices)
• Annually at the beginning of each new school year assign sponsor staff to oversee and assist Findlay Digital
Academy, the only school the district sponsors.
• Provide technology support on an on‐going basis as needed by the sponsored school.
• Dedicate time and financial resources to ensure the successful operation of the sponsored school.
• Conduct a minimum of four site visits a year (March, May, September, December) to make sure quality
practices are taking place within the sponsored school structure in regard to academics, governance,
finance and legal compliance.
The following boards and team members will supervise to make sure that both the mission and goals of the
sponsor and the academy are met:
Findlay City Schools Board Members


Chris Aldrich, President – caldrich@fcsboard.findlaycityschools.org



Kathy Siebenaler Wilson, Vice President ‐ kathysw@fcsboard.findlaycityschools.org



Matt Cooper – mcooper@fcsboard.findlaycityschools.org



Jane Robertson ‐ jrobertson@fcsboard.findlaycityschools.org



Chris Aldrich ‐ caldrich@fcsboard.findlaycityschools.org



Susan Russel – srussel@fcsboard.findlaycityschools.org
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Findlay Digital Academy Governing Authority Board Members


Kimberly Bash, President – kbash@findlaycityschools.org



Dr. Edie Wannemacher, Vice President – ewannemacher@findlaycityschools.org



Pastor Alfred Delacruz – adelacruz@findlaycityschools.org



Melissa LaRocco – mlarocco@findlaycityschools.org



Jeffrey Martin – jmartin@findlaycityschools.org



Bill O. Miller – bmiller@findlaycityschools.org



Rev. Will Miller – wmiller@findlaycityschools.org

Sponsoring Oversight/Leadership Team Members & Roles
Individual
Edward P. Kurt
ekurt@fcs.org

Dr. Kathy Siebenaler‐Wilson
kathysw@fcsboard.fcs.org

Troy Roth
troth@fcs.org

Rich Steiner
rsteiner@fcs.org

Martin White
mwhite@fcs.org

Mike Barnhart
mbarnhart@fcs.org
Sandra White
swhite@fcs.org

Position
Findlay City
Schools
Superintendent

Role in Sponsoring

Assist the Findlay Digital Academy with
keeping current with changes in ORC and ODE
procedures. Supervise the operation,
accountability, quality and compliance of
Findlay Digital Academy. Share expertise and
guidance in areas of law, governance, facilities
and Dropout Prevention and Recovery
education.
Findlay City
Be the liaison between the Findlay Schools
Schools Board
Board of Education and the Findlay Digital
Representative Academy Administration and Governing
Authority. Assist with governance guidance.
Share Career Technical expertise.
Findlay City
Assist Findlay Digital Academy in providing
Schools
best practices professional development,
Assistant
assist with personnel needs and supervise
Superintendent special education compliance.
Director of
Assist Findlay Digital Academy in securing
Secondary
curriculum/instructional practices guidance
Instruction
that is aligned to the Ohio Academic Content
Standards.
Provide guidance with assessment preparation
and administration and professional
development.
Director of
Supervise the Findlay Digital Academy
Technology
technology needs to make sure that they are
current, operational and in line with the needs
of an e‐school.
Findlay City
Monthly monitoring of the financial status and
Schools
practices of Findlay Digital Academy.
Treasurer
FDA Program
Director

Assist Findlay City Schools with Sponsor
oversight primarily in the areas of Sponsor
Quality and Compliance.

The Sponsoring Oversight/Leadership Team meets once each month except for January & July.
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Findlay Digital Academy Academic Performance
Findlay Digital Academy is a Dropout Prevention and Recovery School.
The best indicator that Findlay City Schools can use for Findlay Digital Academy’s academic performance is
the academy’s state report card data analyzed over a three‐year period. Based upon the analysis the Ohio
Department of Education’s data Findlay Digital Academy’s results are as follows:

2015‐2016
Meets Standards

Report Card Rating
2016‐2017
Exceeds Standards

2017‐2018
Meets Standards

Combined Graduation Rating – 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 Year Rates
2015‐2016
2016‐2017
2017‐2018
60.9 % Exceeds Standards
69.9 % Exceeds Standards
75.5 % Exceeds Standards

2015‐2016
63.9 % Exceeds Standards

2015‐2016
87.0 % Exceeds Standards

4‐Year Graduation Rate
2016‐2017
72.3 % Exceeds Standards

Gap Closing
2016‐2017
87.3% Exceeds Standards

2017‐2018
81.5 % Exceeds Standards

2017‐2018
72.4 % Exceeds Standards

High School Test Passage Rate
2015‐2016
2016‐2017
2017‐2018
65.0 %
78.6 %
11.9 %
Findlay Digital Academy Enrollment for 2017‐18 was 117 Full Time Students but the school served 200+
students during the year.
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HIGH STAKES REVIEW
Annually, the Sponsor has the School submit a High Stakes Review which is spelled out in Exhibit 6 & Exhibit 7
of the Sponsor Contract that is in effect until June 30, 2021. Data from the High Stakes Review is shown
below:

2017‐18
2016‐17
2015‐16

Overall

Combined Graduation Rate
Findlay Digital Academy

Similar Schools

75.5%
69.6%
69.9%

27.2%
28.5 %
13.8%

Attendance Rate
Economically
Disadvantaged
100%
100%
95.3%

Male

Female

100%
100%
95.1%

100%
100%
96%

2017‐2018
2016‐2017
2015‐16

100%
100%
95.6%

2017‐2018
2016‐2017
2015‐2016

Mission Specific – Student Survey Results
Students value
Students can use
Students develop
good work habits
hard work,
technology
honesty,
effectively
tolerance of others
100%
96%
96%
77%
84%
86%
Data not available
Data not available
Data not available

2017‐2018
2016‐2017
2015‐2016

Governance
Required Six Meetings
Held

Quorum Present at all
Meetings

Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes

Students establish
personal and
career goals
93%
86%
Data not available

Governing Authority
Participated in
Training Required by
Law (ORC) and
Contract
Yes
Yes
Yes
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2017‐2018
2016‐2017
2015‐2016

2017‐2018
2016‐2017
2015‐2016

Operational Performance
Site Visits Verified School & Board in Compliance with ORC
Yes
Yes
Yes

Fiscal Performance/Financial Viability
Carry Over Balance
Audits
$1,341,314
Clean Audit (Auditor no longer awarding Auditor of
State Awards to Community Schools)
$1,553,995
Auditor of State Award
$1,572,424
Auditor or State Award

Based upon site visits, constant review of report card data, High Stakes Reviews, and discussions
with staff, students and parents, Findlay City Schools, as the sponsor of Findlay Digital Academy,
finds the academy to be rated as
EXCEEDS STANDARDS
in Academic Performance and definitely meets compliance indicators in this area.
Findlay City Schools is proud of the academy’s academic success.

Legal Performance

Findlay Digital Academy contracts with Pepple & Waggoner, Ltd., for legal support. Findlay City Schools
contracts with Scott Scriven and Wahoff Law Firm for its legal services. Findlay Digital Academy has met all
legal obligations outlined in the Sponsor Contract and has filed all required documents with the Ohio
Department of Education.
All of the Findlay Digital Academy Governing Authority Board Members have signed Ethics and Conflict of
Interest forms and these forms are on file in the Findlay Digital Academy office. All Governing Authority
members have received training in open records and the Sunshine laws annually.
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All Governing Authority Board meetings are published in the local newspaper and are posted on the Findlay
Digital Academy webpage. The Findlay City Schools Superintendent or his designee attends all Findlay
Digital Academy Governing Authority meetings.
Findlay City Schools, as the Sponsor for Findlay Digital Academy, works with the academy to make sure that
it is in compliance with all the provisions of the Ohio Revised Code. The state’s annual Sponsor Evaluation
System rates the Sponsor in the areas of Quality Practices and Sponsor Compliance and rates the School in
terms of Academic Achievement and Compliance with Ohio Revised Code. The areas of Academic,
Compliance and Quality are combined for an overall Sponsor Rating.

2015‐2016
Ineffective

Sponsor Evaluation Overall Rating Scores
2016‐2017
Exemplary

2017‐2018
Effective*

2015‐2016
Ineffective

Sponsor Evaluation Quality Rating Scores
2016‐2017
Effective

2017‐2018
Effective*

Sponsor Evaluation Compliance Rating Scores
2015‐2016
2016‐2017
Effective
Exemplary
*Based on Preliminary Rating results.

2015‐2016
Meets Standards

Academic Rating
2016‐2017
Exceeds Standards

2017‐2018
Exemplary*

2017‐2018
Meets Standards

Findlay City Schools finds that Findlay Digital Academy Meets Standards in the area of Legal
Performance.
HB 2 that became law in February 2015 mandated that all sponsors be evaluated on all laws set forth in the
Ohio Revised Code. An extensive Sponsor Evaluation Rubric was developed by the Ohio Department of
Education. Only five of 65 the sponsors in the state were rated as effective. The rest were rated as poor or
ineffective. In 2016‐2017 only three Sponsors were rated as Exemplary, Findlay City Schools being one of
those Exemplary Sponsors. The 2017‐2018 Sponsor Evaluation final results are not yet available, but Findlay
City Schools preliminary scores will place Findlay City Schools as one of the higher rated sponsors in the state.
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Organization/Operation/Governance
Performance
Findlay Digital Academy was formed through the sponsorship of Findlay City Schools in 2004. It was
established as an alternative for those students for whom the traditional model of school was not meeting
their needs. Findlay Digital Academy is a Dropout Prevention and Recovery school that serves students in
grades 9‐12 who live in Findlay City School District. During the 2017‐18 school year the academy expanded its
enrollment boarders to include students who attend adjacent school districts.
During the 2017‐2018 school year the Findlay Digital Academy Governing Authority Board met on August 10,
2017, October 5, 2017, December 7, 2017, February 1, 2018, April 26, 2018 and June 14, 2018 in regular board
meetings to fulfill the six required meeting a year. Special Board Meetings were held on September 6, 2017,
October 26, 2017, March 5, 2018, March 28, 2018, and March 28, 2018. Special meetings are held on an as
needed basis. All board meetings are open and are announced in the local newspaper, The Courier, and
meetings dates are posted on the Findlay Digital Academy website. The board abides by all the provisions in
Ohio Revised Code governing public meetings. The Governing Authority Board Members represent a large
cross section of the community and come to the board with a heart for the student population that Findlay
Digital Academy serves. Findlay Digital Academy maintains an up‐to‐date Findlay Digital Academy
Governing Authority Policy book that can be found on its webpage. All required board meeting minutes are
available on the Academy’s webpage, along with the annual reports and report card data.
At the April 26, 2018, Governing Authority meeting, the Governing Authority participated in training on
Sunshine Law ‐ Public Records and Open Meetings presented by Brian J. DeSantis, Esq.
The tables below summarize the Governing Authority’s compliance with the provisions of the Sponsor
Contract:
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2017‐2018
2016‐2017
2015‐2016

2017‐2018
2016‐2017
2015‐2016

Governance
Required Six Meetings
Held

Quorum Present at all
Meetings

Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes

Governing Authority
Participated in
Training Required by
Law (ORC) and
Contract
Yes
Yes
Yes

Operational Performance
Site Visits Verified School & Board in Compliance with ORC
Yes
Yes
Yes

Monthly financial meetings were held during the 2017‐2018 school year between the Findlay City School’s
treasurer, Michael Barnhart, and Findlay Digital Academy’s treasurer, Greg Spiess. A detailed financial and
enrollment statement was developed, discussed and approved as a result of those meetings . Monthly financial
reports were developed from analysis of: Bank Reconciliation, Financial Report by Fund, Checking Register
Statement and Summary Check Register.

The Findlay Digital Academy Governing Authority Board hired Rosemary Rooker, who holds a current State
of Ohio Superintendent’s license, as the Superintendent/Executive Director, and Greg Spiess, who holds a
current State of Ohio Treasurer’s license, as the Treasurer of Findlay Digital Academy. All Academy
personnel are hired through purchased service agreements with either Findlay City Schools, Hancock County
Educational Service Center or TRECA.
Findlay Digital Academy is located in offices rented from the TLB Corporate Center and is located at 1219
West Main Cross, Suite 101, Findlay, Ohio. The academy office is open for tutoring of students Monday
through Thursday, from 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM. The online curriculum is available to students 24/7.
Findlay City Schools is compliant with its obligations as outlined in the Sponsor Contract.
Those obligations from the Sponsor Contract are as follows:
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Article V. Responsibilities of the SPONSOR




Throughout the Term, the SPONSOR shall support the SCHOOL's establishment and operation by
converting to the SCHOOL's use certain resources previously utilized by the SPONSOR, including but
not limited to portions of the SPONSOR's facilities, staff, equipment, instructional materials,
curriculum, and educational strategy, as determined to be appropriate by the SPONSOR in the
SPONSOR's sole discretion.
Assessment and Accountability As required by section 3314.03(D) of the Ohio Revised Code, the
SPONSOR’s duties shall include all duties pursuant to the written agreement entered into with the
Ohio Department of Education under division (B) of section 3314.015 of the Revised Code and shall
include the following:

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

Monitor the SCHOOL's compliance with all laws applicable to the SCHOOL and with the terms of this
Successor Contract;
Monitor and evaluate the academic and fiscal performance and the organization and operation of the
SCHOOL on at least an annual basis;
Report on an annual basis the results of the evaluation conducted under subparagraph (2) immediately
above to the Department of Education and to the parents of students enrolled in the SCHOOL;
Provide technical assistance to the SCHOOL in complying with laws applicable to the SCHOOL and terms
of this Successor Contract;
Take steps to intervene in the SCHOOL's operation to correct problems in the SCHOOL's overall
performance, declare the SCHOOL to be on probationary status pursuant to section 3314.073 of the Ohio
Revised Code, suspend the operation of the SCHOOL pursuant to section 3314.072 of the Ohio Revised
Code, or terminate this Successor Contract pursuant to section 3314.07 of the Ohio Revised Code as
determined necessary by the SPONSOR;
Have in place a plan of action to be undertaken in the event the SCHOOL experiences financial difficulties
or closes prior to the end of a school year.
Provide in writing the annual assurances for the SCHOOL no later than ten (10) business days prior to the
opening of the SCHOOL, as required by R.C. Section 3314.19.
A representative of the SPONSOR shall meet with the Board of Directors or Treasurer of the SCHOOL and
shall review the financial and enrollment records of the SCHOOL at least once every month at a mutually
agreeable date and time, as required by Section 3314.023 of the Ohio Revised Code. Prior to or during that
meeting, the SCHOOL shall furnish copies of all relevant financial and enrollment records to the
SPONSOR, Operator (if applicable), Board of Directors, and the SCHOOL’s treasurer. Not later than ten
(10) calendar days after each review meeting, the SPONSOR shall provide the Board of Directors and the
SCHOOL’s treasurer with a written report regarding the review.
The SCHOOL will comply with sections 3302.04 and 3302.041 of the Revised Code, except that any action
required to be taken by a school district pursuant to those sections shall be taken by the SPONSOR.
However, the SPONSOR shall not be required to take any action described in division (F) of section
3302.04 of the Revised Code.
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Findlay City Schools has met these obligations in the following ways (However, this list is not all inclusive due
to the great support Findlay City Schools gives to the Academy.):









Four announced site visits a year and numerous unannounced site visits,
Provides professional development;
Provides technical support,
Review of financial and records of the academy monthly,
Completing Opening Assurances in accordance with the law,
Findlay City Schools leadership attends professional development on sponsoring
Provides an annual report to the school and its parents
Sponsor Oversight/Leadership Team meets monthly to address Findlay Digital Academy progress and
needs.

Overall Findlay City Schools rates Findlay Digital Academy as Meets Standards in the areas of
Organization, Operation and Governance.

Fiscal Performance
Findlay Digital Academy ended August 2018, with an account balance of investments and checking account
at $1,341,522. This represents a very healthy cash balance, even considering the fact that expenditures out‐
paced revenue for FY 17 and FY18. This was due to a decrease in funding as the result of the Ohio Department
of Education changing how it calculates the funding for eschools. This change in FTE started in FY16 and has
continued to impact the Academy’s revenue. Findlay Digital Academy income consists of State Foundation
Funding, Federal Grants, Federal Title Funds, Casino Revenue and interest on investments. See the multiple
year detailed information below in regard to income and expenditures:

INCOME
Source
State Foundation
Casino Revenue
Federal Title Grants
State Grants
Interest/Misc
Total

2015‐2016
2016‐2017
2017‐2018
$1,108,276
$1,082,416
$854,237
11,329
17,279
8,792
92,011
76,633
94,022
1,800
1,800
1,800
20,961
19,117
27,667
$1,234,379
$1,197,246
$986,518
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EXPENDITURES
Year
Instructional Services
Instructional Coaches
Admin/Fiscal Services
Facility Rent
Sponsorship Fee
Legal Fees
Supplies
Capital Expenditures
EMIS Services
Professional Development
Misc Expenses
Total Expenditures

2015‐2016
$375,472
256,557
337,821
Under Admin Ser

2016‐2017
$332,776
221,611
496,245
Under Admin Services

26,482
37,803
$18,059
66,642
16,485
13,603
5,536
9,035
Purchased Serv 41,220
Purchased Serv 47,833
$1,077,634
$1,215,550

2017‐2018
$292,280
200,408
363,026
88,614
45,904
34,818
25,968
10,816
9,391
3,632
24,984
$1,199,841

Biannually the Findlay Digital Academy Governing Authority Board approves the 5‐Year Forecast and the 5‐
Year Forecast is then submitted to the Ohio Department of Education through Epicenter and it is also
submitted to the Findlay City Schools Treasurer, Mike Barnhart and Findlay City Schools Superintendent, Ed
Kurt. The 5‐Year Forecasts are additionally shared with the Findlay City Schools Board of Education.
While Findlay Digital Academy has operated with a slight deficit for the past two years, the strong carry over
budget creates a sound financial basis for the school. The School has a debit ratio of Zero and 514.53 Days
Cash on hand. This is a very strong financial position. Additionally, the school has increased service area,
made staffing and budget cuts, sought grants and alternative funding to ensure that the school will not be
operating in deficit in the future.

2017‐2018
2016‐2017
2015‐2016

Fiscal Performance/Financial Viability
Carry Over Balance
Audits
$1,341,314
Clean Audit (Auditor no longer awarding Auditor of
State Awards to Community Schools)
$1,553,995
Auditor of State Award
$1,572,424
Auditor or State Award

Findlay Digital Academy had a fiscal audit performed in 2017 and received a clean audit report. The academy
has always had clean audits and has received Auditor of the State Awards in the years that the Auditor was
giving such awards to community schools.
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Findlay Digital Academy Treasurer, Greg Spiess, submits monthly enrollment and financial reports monthly
during a face‐to‐face meeting with Mike Barnhart, the Findlay City Schools Treasurer.

Monthly financial

reports were developed from analysis of Bank Reconciliations, Financial Reports by Fund, Checking Register
Statements and Summary Check Register.

Upon the resignation of Greg Spiess for personal reasons at the end of June 2018, the Findlay Digital
Academy Governing Authority hired Steven Earnest as its treasurer. Both Greg Spiess and Steven Earnest
hold a current State of Ohio Treasurer License and are bonded.

Based on monthly reports, the 5‐Year Forecasts, audit reports, multiple years of data and day‐to‐day

-

-

interaction with the School, the Sponsor, Findlay City Schools finds Findlay Digital Academy to be Meets
Standards in Fiscal Performance.

School Strengths & Weaknesses

Strengths:


Graduation Rate – the Academy provides the support and appropriate curriculum that enables many
at‐risk students to earn a high school diploma. The Academy out performs similar schools in the state.



The Governing Authority Board members represent a wide‐base of the community and are
community leaders. Most members have served five or more years on the Board.



Governing Authority Board meetings are held on a regular basis and are in compliance with O.R.C.



The Academy has a strong carry over budget with 514.53 true‐days cash and a zero debit ratio.



The Academy earned an Exemplary Score on the School Compliance portion of the Sponsor
Evaluation Rubric for 2017‐2018.



Expanding enrollment area to adjacent districts in 2017‐2018 will provide help for more at‐risk
students and strengthen the financial base of the school.

Weaknesses:
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The School did not Meet Standards on the End of Course Test Passage Rate on the 2017‐2018 School
Report Card.



The School was operating in deficient spending during the 2017‐2018 school year.

2018‐2019 Plans for Correcting 2017‐2018 Areas of Weakness:
Test Passage Improvement Plans


Curriculum is being aligned to have a stronger fit with End of Course tests.



Test preparation sessions are being developed.



Students are being strongly encouraged to attend the test preparation sessions.



Instructional Coaches are working with students to help them understand the importance of doing
well on the End of Course tests.

Financial Health Improvement Plans


Enrollment area has been expanded to 15 school districts.



There has been a reduction in staff.



Operational budget cutting measures have been put in place.



Grants have been sought and a few have been awarded.



Donations have been accepted.



Student attendance policy strengthened that results in more student time on task. This will increase
the 2018‐2019 FTE number.

The Sponsor has worked with the School to address the areas of weakness identified for the 2017‐2018 school
year.
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Sponsor Summary Rating of
Findlay Digital Academy
Based on the data presented in this report, site visits, and other sources, Findlay City Schools finds Findlay
Digital Academy to Meet or Exceed Standards in all areas.
AREA
Academic Performance
Legal Performance
Organization/Operation/Governance Performance
Fiscal Performance
Summary of Performance

SCORE
Exceeds Standards
Meets Standards
Meets Standards
Meets Standards
Meets Standards

Findlay City Schools Board of Education is pleased with Findlay Digital Academy’s performance in all areas.
Were the contract up for renewal at this time, the Sponsor would renew the Sponsor Contract with the
School based on the School’s performance data. The Sponsor is in the first year of a three‐year Sponsor
Contract with the School. This annual report was approved by the Findlay City Schools Board of Education at
their meeting on October 29, 2018.
__________________________________

________________________________

Chris Aldrich

Edward P. Kurt

Findlay City Schools Board President

Findlay City Schools Superintendent
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Film & Fiction
Course of Study

Findlay City Schools

2018

:Mission Statement
'Educating ana 'Emyowering for Life

'Be{i,efs
Our befiefs form tfie etfiica{ foundation of tfie :fina{ay City Scfioo{s.
vVe befieve ....
• ..'A{{students ana f amifies fiave wortfi ana are to be va{uecl
• Students neea a safe ana inc{usive environment in order to fu{{y exyress wfio tfiey are.
• ..'A{{students can {earn.
• In order for eacfi student to tfirive, students, f amifies, staff ana community must be vested" in
tfieir growtfi ana aeve{oyment.
• ..'A{{students neea oyyortunities in ana out of tfie c{assroom.
• :fCS must be a ref{ection of our growing community ana its needs.
• Tfie Seven J-fa6its of J-figfi{y 'Effective Peoy{e suyyorts {ife skiffs:
o J-fabit 1: 'Be Proactive
0
J-fabit 2: 'Begin witfi tfie 'Ena in :M_ina
o J-fabit 3: Put :first Tfiings :first
o J-fabit 4: Tfiink vVin-vVin
o J-fabit 5: Seek :first to 1.1naerstand; Tfien to 'Be 1.1naerstooa
o J-fabit 6: Synergize
o J-fabit T Sfiaryen tfie Saw

'T:A13LT

or CON'TTN'TS

1. Findlay City Schools Mission & Beliefs
2. Film and Fiction English Course of Study
3. Appendix - Ohio's New Learning Standards and National Film Study Standards

:fi{m and :Fiction
Writing Team
.'Andy Cantre{{

Subject(s)

FINDLAY CI1Y SCHOOLS
Curriculum Desi
-Grades 6-12
English Language Arts

Grade/Course

Film & Fiction

Unit of Study
Pacing

Characteristics of Monsters & Heroes
First 9 weeks

PRIORI1Y AND SUPPORTING STANDARDS
Priority Standard(s):
RL.9-10.7, RL.11-12.1-10, RLn-12.2, RL.11-12.4, RL.11-12.5, RL.11-12.7, RI.11-12.1-10, Wn-12.1, W.11-12-4, W.11-12.5,
W.11-12.6, W.11-12.8, W.11-12.9, W.11-12.10,
National Film Study Standards (NFSS)
1.1.i-iii, 1.2.i-iii, 1.3.i-iii, 4.2.i-iii, 4.3.i-iii, 5.1.ii-iii, 5.2.iii
Supporting Standard(s ):
RL.11-12.1,RI.12.10, L.11-12.5, L.11-12.6
!National Film Study Standards (NFSS)
1.4.i-iii, 1.5.i-iii
"Unwrapped Skills"
(students need to be able to do)
Students will be able to:
• read closely and find answers explicitly in
the text and answers that require an
inference.
• determine how multiple themes in text
develop and interact to build on one
another.
• analyze how an author's choice of specific
words evokes a particular meaning or
tone in a text.

Board Adopted Date

"Unwrapped" Concepts
Bloom's Taxonomy
(students need to know)
Levels
Students will know how to:
Knowledge
• gather research from scholarly sources Comprehension
• utilize examples from literature and Application
film to support their thesis statement
Analysis
and reasoning .
Synthesis
identify
themes
.
Evaluation
•
• make connections among literary texts
and films .
identify
examples ofliterary and film
•
concepts .
be
• able to use prior knowledge to
connect to the text .

•

•
•
•
•

•
•

•

analyze how an author's choice of
structuring specific parts of a text affects
the overall meaning .
analyze how an author interprets a source
text.
identify multiple sources of information
presented in different media or formats
as well as in words to assist in addressing
a question or solving a problem.
evaluate various works that have drawn
on or transformed th e same source
material and explain the varied
interpretations of different authors.
present information, findings, and/ or
supporting evidence clearly, concisely,
and logically.
present information in a sequence that
allows the listener to follow a line of
reasoning.
andalyze how specific events interact and
develop within a complex set of ideas.
determine an author's point of view.

•

be able to develop reasoning with
appropriate evidence to support a
literary thesis.

Vocabulary
•frame
•shot
•composition
•visible and invisible sounds
•character
•setting
•conflict
•rising action
•conflict resolution
•theme
•blocking
•cut
Board Adopted Date

Resources
Required Reading
Beowulf
Dracula
Optional Reading
War of the Worlds
Required Viewing
13th Warrior, dir . John McTiernan , 1999
Bram Stoker 's Dracula , dir. Francis Ford Coppo la, 1992

•dissolve
•frame
•low-angle shot
•voice-over
•tilt shot

Optional Viewing
H. G. Wells' The War of the Worlds, dir. Timoth y Hines, 2005
War of the Worlds, dir. Steven Spielberg, 2005

Essential Questions
•What is a monster/hero?
•What is the role of the monster/hero in society?
•Whatjourney's do monsters/hems take?
•How is evil represented in literature and film?
•Do heroes have responsibilities?

Understandi n~/Corresponding Big Ideas
•Be able to use prior knowledge to connect to a text/ film
•Be able to make personal life connections
•Be able to develop reasoning with appropriate evidence to
support a literary thesis
•Be able to compare/contrast literary texts to their film
adaptations

Board Adopted Date

Writing Focus
Journal Entries/Reflections
Compare /Contrast Essay
Literary /Film Analysis /Critique

Subject(s)

FINDIAY CI'IY SCHOOLS
urr1cu
C
1um D es1~'
Gd
ra es 6 - 12
English Language Arts

Grade/Course

Film & Fiction

Unit of Study
Pacing

Man or Monster?
Second 9 weeks

PRIORl'IY AND SUPPORTING STANDARDS
Priority Standard(s):
RL.9-10.7, RL.11-12.1-10, RLu-12.2, RL.11-12-4,RL.11-12.5, RL.11-12.7,RI.11-12.1-10,Wu-12.1, W.11-12-4, W.11-12.5,
W.11-12.6, W.11-12.8, W.11-12.9, W.11-12.10,
National Film Study Standards (NFSS)
1.1.i-iii, 1.2.i-iii, 1.3.i-iii, 4.2.i -iii, 4.3.i-iii, 5.1.ii-iii, 5.2.iii
Supporting Standard(s):
RL.11-12.1,RI.12.10, L.11-12.5,L.11-12.6
National Film Study Standards (NFSS)
1.4.i-iii, 1.5.i-iii
"Unwrapped Skills"
(students need to be able to do)
Students will be able to :
• read closely and find answers explicitly in
the text and answers that require an
inference.
determine how multiple themes in text
develop and interact to build on one
another.
• analyze how an author 's choice of specific
words evokes a particular meaning or
tone in a text.

•

Board Adopted Date

"Unwrapped" Concepts
(students need to know)
Students will know how to:
• gather research from scholarly sources
• utilize examp les from literature and
film to support their thesis statement
and reasoning.
• identify themes.
• make connections among literary
texts .
• identify examples of literary and film
concepts .

Bloom's Taxonomy
Levels
Knowledge
Comprehension
Application
Analysis
Synthesis
Evaluation

•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

analyze how an author's choice of
structuring specific parts of a text affects
the overall meaning.
analyze how an author interprets a source
text.
identify multiple sources of information
presented in different media or formats
as well as in words to assist in addressing
a question or solving a problem.
evaluate various works that have drawn
on or transformed the same source
mat erial and explain the varied
int erpretations of different authors.
present information, find ings, and / or
supporting eviden ce clearly, concisely,
and logically.
present informat ion in a sequence that
allows the listener to follow a line of
reasomng .
andalyze how specific events interact and
develop v.rithin a complex set of ideas.
determine an author's point of view .
recognize and identify the "monst er
v.rithin," the psychological monster as
manifestation of a personal guilt, sin , or
flaw

Voc abul ary
•fram e
Film Genres
•shot
•horror films
•composition
•science fiction
•visible and invisible sounds
•chara cter
•setting
•conflict
Board Adopted Date

Reso ur ce s
Requ ired Readi ng
Fran kenstein
Macbeth
Opt ional Reading
Richard 111
Heart of Darkness

•rising action
•conflict resolution
•theme

Required Viewing
Macbeth , PBS Great Performances, 2010
Mary Shelley 's Frankenstein, dir. Kenneth Branagh, 1994
Optional Viewing
Young Frankenstein, dir. Mel Brooks , 1974
Richard III, dir. Richard Loncraine , 1995
Apocalypse Now, dir. Francis Ford Coppola , 1979
Writing Focus
Journal Entries /Reflections
Compare /Contrast Essay
Literary /Film Analysis /Critique

Essential Questions
•What is a monster/hero?
•What is the role of the monster /hero in society?
•What journey's do monsters/heros take?
•How is evil represented in literature and film?
•Do heroes have responsibilities?
•To what extent is one responsible for their own actions?
•How is an individual's character developed or destroyed
through crisis?
•How do our personal journeys shape who we become?
• How is fear a limiting and motivating factor?
•What is the connection between suffering and growth as a
human being?

Board Adopted Date

Understanding/Corresponding
Big Ideas
•Be able to use prior knowledge to connect to a text/film
•Be able to make personal life connections
•Be able to develop reasoning with appropriate evidence to
support a literary thesis
•Be able to compare/contrast literary texts to their film
adaptations

APPENDIX

LEARNING STANDARDS FOR ENGLISHLANGUAGEARTS

KEY
RL
RI

w
SL
L

READINGSTANDARDSFOR LITERATURE
READINGSTANDARDSFOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT
WRITING STANDARDS
SPEAKINGAND LISTENINGSTANDARDS
LANGUAGESTANDARDS

READINGSTANDARDSFOR LITERATURE(RL)
KEY IDEASAND DETAILS

RL 1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from text.
RL 2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges
and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
RL3: Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text , interact with
other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.
CRAFTAND STRUCTURE
RL4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text , including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the
cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal
or informal tone).
RL5: Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g.,
pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery , tension, or surp rise.
RL6: Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a
wide reading of world literature.
INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGEAND IDEAS
RL 7: Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums , including what is emphasized or absent in each
treatment (e.g., Auden's "Musee des Beaux Arts" and Breughel' s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).
RL8: Not applicable to literature
RL 9: Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from
Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).
RANGE OF READING AND LEVELOF TEXTCOMPLEXITY
RL 10: By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9- 10 text complexity band
proficiently , with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literatu re, including stories,
dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 9-10 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT {RI)
KEY IDEASAND DETAILS
RI 1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RI 2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
RI 3: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are
introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them .
CRAFTAND STRUCTURE
RI 4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative , connotative , and technical meanings; analyze
the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from that of a
newspaper).
RI 5: Analyze in detail how an author's ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a
text (e.g., a section or chapter) .
RI 6: Determine an author 's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or

purpose .
INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGEAND IDEAS
R 17:Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person's life story in both print and multimedia ), determining
which details are emphasized in each account.
RI 8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant
and sufficient ; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning.
RI 9: Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary significance (e.g., Washington ' s Farewell Address, the Gettysburg Address,
Roosevelt' s Four Freedoms speech, King's "Letter from Birmingham Jail"), including how they address related theme s and concepts .
RANGE OF READING AND LEVELOF TEXT COMPLEXITY
RI 10: By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 9-10 te xt complexity band proficiently , with scaffoldi ng as

needed at the high end of the range.
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 9-10 te xt complexity band independently and
proficiently.

WRITING STANDARDS (W)
TEXTTYPESAND PURPOSES
W 1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
a. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear
relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a
manner that anticipates the audience's knowledge level and concerns.
c.
d.

Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationsh ips between claim(s) and
reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are
writing.

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.
W 2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and info rmatio n clearly and accurately through the
effective selection, organization , and analysis of content.
a.

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and d istinctions; include formatting
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
b. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details , quotations , or other information
and examples appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the topic.
c.

Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text , create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex
ideas and concepts.

d.
e.

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic .
Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and convent ions of the discipline in whi ch they are
writing.

f.

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulat ing
implications or the significance of the topic).

W 3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured
event sequences.

a.

Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and
introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop expe riences, events, and/ or
characters.

Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a
coherent whole.
d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of
the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.
C.

PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION OF WRITING

W 4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)
W 5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing , rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what
is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to
and including grades 9-10 .)
W 6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products , taking advantage of
technology's capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.
RESEARCH TO BUILD AND PRESENT KNOWLEDGE

W 7: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem;
narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject , demonstrating understanding of the subject
under investigation.
W 8: Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assesst he
usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas,
avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
W 9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
a. Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., "Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific
work [e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare]" ).
b. Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., "Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text ,
assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning" ).
RANGE OF WRITING

W 10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitt ing or a day
or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SPEAKINGAND LISTENINGSTANDARDS{SL}
COMPREHENSION AND COLLABORATION

SL1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led ) with diverse partners on
grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to
Evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
b. Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues,
Presentation of alternate views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.
C. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively
incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.
d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify
their own views and understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.
SL 2: Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each source.
SL3: Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning o r exaggerated or
distorted evidence.
PRESENTATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS

SL4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning
and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
SL5: Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.
SL6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 910 Language standards 1 and 3.)

READINGSTANDARDSFOR LANGUAGE{L)
COMPREHENSION AND COLLABORATION

L 1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
a. Use parallel structure.
b. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent ,

dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations.
L 2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization , punctuation, and spelling when writing.
a. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely related independent clauses.
b. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation.
C.
Spell correctly.
KNOWLEDGE OF LANGUAGE

L 3: Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different conte xts, to make effective choices for meaning or style,
and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening .
a. Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual (e.g., MLA Handbook, Turabian's Manual for Writers)
appropriate for the discipline and writing type.
VOCABULARY ACQUISITION AND USE

L 4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9-10 reading and content ,
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies .
a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text ; a word ' s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the
meaning of a word or phrase.
b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis,
analytical; advocate, advocacy).
C.

Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, the sauruses), both print and digital , to find the
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.
d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context o r in a
dictionary).
L 5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings .
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism , oxymoron) in context and analyze their role in the text .
b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.
L 6: Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading , wr iting, speaking, and listening
at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge whe n consider ing a word or phrase
important to comprehension or expression.

National Film Study Standards
Overview

The Film Foundat ion created the first -ever Nationa l Film Study Standards (NFSS) to guide teachers and administrators in helping studen ts deve lop
literacy in moving images. The NFSS provide criteria that educators can use to plan film study lessons . They are designed to meet the needs of both
students and teachers , and to ensure the quality and consistency of instruction. They also provide a scope and sequence for that instruction, emphasizing
dep th of knowledge rather than simply exposu re to classic films.
The core academic-content standards have five thematic strands:

1.0 Film Language. Students learn to read and interpret visual text by developing a film vocabulary, identifying editing techniques,
and analyzing film elements within selected scenes.

C ontent Standard

Outcomes by Level

(I= Basic

II = Intennediate

Ill = Advance d)

I: Studen ts explain what is meant by frame, shot, scene, composition, key lighting, vis ible and invisible sounds.

1.1- Developin g a film
vocab ulary

II: Students identify high -angle and low-angle shots, distinguish shots of varying camera distanc es, ident ify bas ic
camera movements , ident ify high-key and low-key lighting.
III: Students understand what is meant by contrast, depth, and texture; distingui sh between objective and subjective
point-of-view (POV) shots; describe three principles of lighting a frame- direction, intensity, and quality; identify
elements of sound layering.

I: Students identify basic story elements found in all film narratives, including characte r, setting , conflict, rising action,
conflict resolution, and theme .
1.2- U nderstanding fi Im
content

II: Students identify characteristics of film genres, specifically film drama and science fiction film ; identif y the cause and -effect events that lead to a story's climax; identify flashback and foreshadow ing in stories told visually.
III. Student s explain both internal and external conflicts as expressed in a film; identi fy scenes that reveal parallel story
lines.
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I: Studen ts describe the purpose of each of the three acts in a film's narrative strncture.
1.3- Understanding a
film's nanative structure

II: Students describe the inciting incident in act I; identify ing rising action in act 2; identify falling action in act 3.
III: Students identify shots and scenes that reveal expository infonna tion; expla in the connec tion between the inciting
inciden t and the climax; explain how voice -ove r nanation revea ls expository details and serves as a unifying element in
all three acts.
I: Studen ts explain the difference between real time and reel time; identif y scene transi tions, includ ing cut, disso lve,
and fade.

1.4- lden tifying editing
techniques

II: Students expla in what is meant by mont age; explain how juxtapos ition of images in a sequence crea tes mean ing and
affects reel time.
III: Studen ts explain what is meant by continuit y and pacing and understan d how continuity and pac ing can both
compress and expand time in a film.
I: Student s describe how the anangement of elements within a single frame suggests mean ings; descr ibe how image and
sou nd work together to crea te meaning.

1.5- Ana lyzing elements
of film composition

II: Students understand the principle of thirds in composition; identify visua l and sound symbols used by a filmmaker to
suggest meaning; describe how lighting and music contribute to the emotional tone of a shot or scene.
III: Students analyze how the use of light and shadow suggest mean ing; distinguish between explicit and implicit
infonnation; interp ret film elements in the composition of a single scene to derive mean ing from the scene.

2.0 Historical and Cultural Contexts. Students understand that a film is both a historical /social document and a cultural artifact.
Students anal yze socia l issues presented in film and form conclusions about the ways in which film influences and is influenced by the
society in which it is produced.

Content Standard
2.1- Connecting film to
history and culture
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Outcomes by Level

(I = Basic

II = Intermediate

III = Advanced)

I: Students identify the period in which a film is made and the period in which a film is set; explain the difference
between history and culture; understand why a film is a cultura l and not a histor ical document.

II: Studen ts distinguish between historica l and cultural documents relative to a film's story, setting and theme; view and
interpret cultural documents relative to a film's distribution, including a mov ie trailer and a movie review .
Ill: Students analyze promot ional technique s and materia ls for a film during the period in which the film was made;
analyze critical reviews or public opinion about the film at the time it was rele ased in theaters, comparing those
viewpoints to present-day reviews.
I: Students explain what a film depiction is.
2.2-Identifying and
interpreting film
depiction s

II: Students interpr et depictions of race, gender , and social class in a film and detennine whether the depiction is pos itive,
negative, or neutral.
III: Students exp lain the technique s the filmmakers use to create dep ictions.
T: Students identify social issues or historical events presented in a film.

2.3- Identifying and
interpreting social issues
and historical events as
presented in film

2.4- ldentifying
characteristics of a film
documentary

II: Students describe how a film presents socia l issues or historical events.
III: Students analyze social, politi cal, economic, and other factors; make conclus ions about how society influences and is
influenced by film.
I: Studen ts describe the difference between a documentary film and a feature film.
II: Students unders tand that a docum entary is a represen tation of reality using moving images.
III: Students research moving images for use in developing a topic for a documen tary film.

3.0 Production and Creative Exp ression. Students understand that film is an expres sion of a director's personal vision produced
through a collaborative proce ss. Students understand and distingui sh the various filmmaking roles that contribute to the final work of
art.

Content Standard

3. 1- Understanding the
filmmaking process
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Outcomes by Level (I = Basic
11= Intenn ediate III = Advanced)
I: Students describe what happens in each of the three stages of making a film- pre-production, product ion , and postproduction; understand what a screenplay is; explain what is meant by directing, screenwr iting, production design,
cinematography, acting, film editing , and music composit ion.

II: Students describe the director's role in each stage of production .
III: Students understand what is meant by the direc tor's vision and the collaborative process .
I: Students identify the various profess ionals and craftspeople that collaborate to make a film.
3.2- Identifying creative
and/or technical skills in
the filmmaking process

II: Students explain the tasks of the direc tor, screenwriter, production designe r, cinema tographer, actors, film editor, and
composer in making a film.
III: Students understand how the various filmmaking roles work together to create a single film.
I: Students explain what is meant by a film's "look," or visual design and style.

3.3-Ana lyzing a film's
visual design

II : Students identify elemen ts that contribute to a film's visual design, including set design and construction, props,
location, costum ing, and make-up; explain how lighting and editing contribute to the film's visual design.
Ill: Students evaluate and comment on the choices made by the director, product ion designer, and cinematographer in
creating a film's visual design .

4.0 Viewers' Response and Aesthetic Valuing . Students understand that a film is a work of ati . Students describe, interpret, and
analyze a film 's visual design. They respond to and make info1med ju dgn1ents about film, deriving personal meaning from the work.
They express their viewpoints through oral and/or written presentations.

Content Standard

Outcome s by Level

(I= Basic

II = Intenne diate

III = Advanced)

I: Students explain what film preserva tion is; understand the purpose of the National Film Registry .
4.1- Unde rstanding our
film heritage

II: Students distinguish between film preservation and film restoration; identify qualities that make a film eligible for the
National Film Registry.
III: Students evaluate and nominate films to the Nationa l Film Regist ry.
I: Stude nts express an opinion about the film, us ing film language and supportive details and references to specific
scenes or elements.

4 .2- Deriving personal
meaning from film

II: Studen ts understa nd that each person interprets and reacts emotionally and inte llectually to a film in a different way.
III: Students analyze how the film did or did not have personal relevance, citing specific examples from the film.
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I: Students expla in characteris tics that make a film a work of art.
4.3- Assess ing the merits
of film as a work of art

II: Students identify and explain qua lities of the film that make it a success or a failure, given the filmmaker 's intended
theme and audience; create a step-by -step process for others to follow in critiquing a film.
III: Students analyze how the film did or did not have personal relevance, citing specific examples from the film;
unders tand the purpose and process of writing a film critique; write and presen t a film critique.

5.0 Cross-Curricular Connec tions. Students first tap their knowledge of other disciplines to study a film. They then apply what they
have learned about film to other disciplines, making connections between film and literature/language arts, film and history/social
studies, film and other arts, and film and sciences.

Content Standard

(I= Basic
Il = Intermed iate III = Advanced)
1: Students identify common terms in film study with other subject areas (e.g., charac terizati on, symbolism, composition,
depic tion, etc.); use visuals to communicate idea s in other subject areas .

5. 1- Understanding
relationships between film
and the other arts and
disciplines outside the arts

U: Students apply know ledge of film content and nan-ative structure to writing personal nan-atives; app ly knowledge of
film depictions to analyzing political cartoons in social studies; use visual symbols and elemen ts of compos ition to depict
the history and cultures of other civilizations.

Outcome s by Leve l

lll: Students communicate ideas for written and ora l presentations using moving images or elements of film composition;
work collaborative ly with others in proble m-solving projects; study a soc ial issue and research archiva l film to create a
multimedia presentation that reflects that time and culture .
I: Students ident ify filmmaking roles.
5 .2-Identifying
tprofessiona l filmmaking
skills and roles

II: Students identify the skills needed for various filmmaking roles, such as direc tor, screenw riter , production designer,
costume designer, cinema tographer, actor, film editor, and composer.
III: Students research two or more works of specific filmmakers and analyze how their training and experiences
influenced their work .

5

Historical Thinking & Writing

Findlay City Schools
2018

TABLE OF CONTENTS

1. Findlay City Schools' Board Policy
2. Findlay City Schools' Mission Statement and Beliefs
3. Historical Thinking & Writing Curriculum Map
4. Historical Thinking & Writing Course of Study
Course description: In this course, students will focus on reading and writing within social studies. Students will be exposed to the
components of historical thinking, the different schools of histories , and sourcing strategies . By doing so, students will develop an
initial foundation of the requirements of historical thinking and developing a contextual understanding from the availab le evidence .
Students will also develop their mastery of different sourcing strategies , analyzing a variety of sources to develop a comprehensive
understanding of a history. By doing so , students will be able to refine their reading and writing skills and to develop and defend an
evidence-based claim.
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Historical Thinking & Writing
CURRICULUMMAP
WEEK

TOPIC

BLOOM'S TAXONOMY LEVELS

Weeks 1-4

Primary and Secondary Source Analysis

Understanding, Analyzing, Evaluating

Weeks 5-9

Primary and Secondary Source Analysis

Understanding, Analyzing, Evaluating ,
Creating

Constructing Thesis Statements & Evidence -Based Arguments
Weeks 9-13

Primary and Secondary Source Analysis

Understanding, Analyzing, Evaluating

Constructing Thesis Statements & Evidence-Based Arguments
Contextualization and Correlation of Historical Events
Weeks 14-18

Independent Historical Research

Remembering, Understanding,
Analyzing, Evaluating, Creating

COURSE RATIONALE:
In this course, students will focus on reading and writing within social studies. Students will be exposed to the
components of historical thinking, the different schools of histories, and sourcing strategies. By doing so, students will
develop an initial foundation of the requirements of historical thinking and developing a contextual understanding from
the available evidence. Students will also develop their mastery of different sourcing strategies, analyzing a variety of
sources to develop a comprehensive understanding of a history . By doing so, students will be able to refine their reading
and writing skills and to develop and defend an evidence-based claim. This course focuses on the different skills involved
in historical thinking and analytical writing. Therefore, there is not a specific course timeline granted, but rather the set of
skills students should obtain while moving through the course. By creating a skills-based curriculum, there is flexibility
provided to allow for student interest and differentiation in the delivery of instruction.

FINDIAY CITY SCHOOLS
Curriculum Desiim-Grades 6-12

Subject(s)

Social Studies

Grade/Course

Historical Thinking & Writing

Unit of Stud y

Primary & Secondary Source Analysis

Pacing

Weeks 1-18
PRIORITY AND SUPPORTING STANDARDS

Priority Standard(s): 2. The use of primary and secondary sources of information includes an examination of the
credibility of each source.
Supporting Standard(s): CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.1-Cite specific textual evidence to support anal ysis of
primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.2-Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide
an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.3- Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events
caused later ones or simply preceded them.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10-4-Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they ar e used in a text, including
vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of history / social science.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.5-Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key points or advance an explanation or
analysis.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.6-Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same or
similar topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their respective accounts .
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.9-Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several primary and secondary
sources.

Board Adopted Date

"Unwrapped Skills"
(students need to be able to do)
1. Analyze the credibility of primary and
secondary sources.
2. Explain the central argument or thesis
of primary and secondary sources.
3. Evaluate the text structure and word
choice in relation to the authority of the
argument .
4. Compare and contrast primary and
secondary sources of the same event or
topic.
5. Evaluate the bias of sources,
understanding the points of view and
inherent beliefs of the author.

1.

2.

3.
4.

5.
6.
7.

8.
9.
10.
11.

Vocabulary
Primary Source
Secondary Source
Bias
Contextualization
Sourcing
Evidence
Historical Claim
Citation
Compare/Contrast
Credibility
Authority

Board Adopted Date

"Unwrapped"
Bloom's Taxonomy
Concepts (students need to know)
Levels
1. Primary sources are artifacts that were
1. Analyzing
created at the time of the event or era.
2. Understanding
2. Secondary sources are artifacts that
3. Evaluating
were created after the event or era,
4. Evaluating
usually using primary sources to
develop the account.
3. All sources are created with a bias, that
is an opinion or inherent belief derived
from the author's points of view or
expenences .
4. Because authors have biases, primary
and secondary sources created over the
same event or era often have
similarities and differences.
Resources
1. What is Historical Thinking- Teaching Histon:::.org
2. Evaluating Sources- Stanford Histot}'. Education
Group
3. Lunchroom Fight - Stanford Histon:::Education
Group
4. Lunchroom Fight II- Stanford Historv Education
Group
5. Histor ical Thinking Chart- Stanford History
Education Group
6. Make Your Case!- Stanford Histo rv Education
Group
7. Comparing Priman:::and Secondan:::SourcesCanadian War Museum
8. Understanding and Using Priman:::and Secondarv
Sources in Histot}'.- Smithsonian National Museum
of American Historv
9. Teaching v.rith Documents- Nationa l Archives
10. Teaching Primary and Seconda t}'. Sources- George
W. Bush Presidential Librarv and Museum

Identifying Priman ' and Secondary SourcesMinnesota Literacy Council
Understanding/Corresponding
Big Ideas
1. Primary sources are artifacts that were created at
the time of the event or era.
2 . Secondary sources are artifacts that were created
after the event or era , usually using primary sources
to develop the account.
3. History is the study of how stories are created,
understood, and analyzed .
4. The use of primary and secondary sources in the
study of history includes an analysis of their
credibility - that is, whether or not they are
believable.
11.

Essential Questions
1. How has the interpretation of history changed?
2. What should we do when primary sources disagree?
3. Whom do we believe & why?

Board Adopted Date

FINDLAY CI1Y SCHOOLS
Curr1cu ID'
um es1~ -Gd
ra es 6 -12
Subject(s)

Social Studies

Grade/Course

Historical Thinking & Writing

Unit of Study

Constructing Thesis Statements & Evidence-Based Arguments

Pacing

Weeks 5-18

Priority Standard(s):

PRIORI1Y AND SUPPORTING STANDARDS
3. Historians develop theses and use evidence to support or refute positions.

Supporting Standard(s): CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10 .7- Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts ,
!research data) with qualitative analysis in print or digital text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.8-Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a text support the author's
claims.
"Unwrapped Skills"
"Unwrapped"
Bloom's
(students need to be able to do)
Concepts (students need to kn2w)
Taxonomy Levels
1. Develop an arguable thesis statement.
1. Thesis statements demonstrate to the
1. Creating
2 . Support an arguable thesis statement
reader the central argument of an essay.
2. Analyzing
with credible evidence.
2. Evidence used to support a thesis
3. Evaluating
3. Utilize various types of data and
provides reliability and credibility to the
evidence to support an arguable thesis
argument.
statement.
3. Data used to support an arguable thesis
statement does not have to be limited to
text-based sources, but rather than
various forms of multimedia.
Vocabulary
Resources
1. Evidence
1. Writing a Thesis Statement- Purdue Online Writing
2. Thesis Statement
Lab
3. Citation
2 . Developing a Thesis- Harvard College Writing
4. Analysis
Center
Reliability
5.
3. Writing an Effective Thesis Statement- Universi~ of
6. Credibility
California at Irvine
Quantitative
Analysis
7.
4. Thesis Statement Templates- Universitv of Michigan
8. Qualitative Analysis
5. MLA General Format- Purdue Online Writing Lab
Board Adopted Date

9. Bias
10 . Point of View
11. MLA format
Essential Questions
1. How do I know if information is reliable (accurate,
unbiased , current, and appropriate)?
2. How does the organization of information impact
the effectiveness of its communication?
3. How does one analyze, evaluate & utilize various
types of materials?

Board Adopted Date

6. Historical Essay Graphic Organizer Template
7. !READ Analysis Template

Understandine:/Correspondin~
Big Ideas
As history is understood through constructed
arguments, it is important that historians use a
var iety of evidence in their analysis.
2. Thesis statements demonstrate to readers the
central point(s) of an argument.
3. A variety of evidence culminated from a multitude of
sources provides reliability and authority for an
argument.
1.

FINDLAY CI1Y SCHOOLS
Curriculum Desi
-Grades 6-12
Subject(s)

Social Studies

Grade/Course

Historical Thinking & Writing

Unit of Study

Contextualization and Correlation of Historical Events

Pacing

Weeks 9-18

PRIORI1Y AND SUPPORTING STANDARDS
Priority Standard(s): 4. Historians analyze cause, effect, sequence and correlation in historical events, including
multiple causation and long- and short-term causal relations.
Supporting Standard(s):

1.

Historical events provide opportunities to examine alternative courses of action.

"Unwrapped Skills"
(students need to be able to do)
1. Evaluate the correlation between
historical events
2. Analyze the causes and effects of
historical events and eras .
3. Demonstrate short -term and long-term
relations between historical events and
eras.
4. Analyze alternative courses of action to
historical events.
5. Analyze the context in which historical
events or eras occur.
Vocabulary
1. Analyze
2. Evaluate
3. Correlation
4. Contextualization
5. Primary Sources
6. Secondary Sources
7. Evidence
Board Adopted Date

"Unwrapped"
Bloom's Taxonomy
Concepts (students need to know)
Levels
1. History is comprised of the stories told
1. Evaluating
through documented evidence- -what
2. Analyzing
historians know comes from the
3. Understanding
evidence that is uncovered.
4. Analyzing
2. Historians debat e the impact of
5. Analyzing
historical events by proposing
alternative courses of action, using the
evidence available.
3. When individuals make choices, their
actions can have lasting effects, in the
short -term and the long term.
Resources
1. The Choices Program at Brown Universitv
2 . American History Le~sons- Stanford History
Education Grou12
3. World History Lessons- Stanford History Educat ion
Group
4. Educator Resource Librarv- Facing Histor:y and
Ourselves

Essential Questions
1. How does the consideration of different viewpoints
influence how one thinks and acts?
2. What causes change over time?
3. How does the evaluation of past events help us to
make future decisions?

Board Adopted Date

Understandin2/Corresponding
Big Ideas
1. History is comprised of the stories told through
documented evidence--what historians know comes
from the evidence that is uncovered.
2. Historians debate the impact of historical events by
proposing alternative courses of action, using the
evidence available.
3. When individuals make choices, their actions can
have lasting effects, in the short-term and the-long
term.

World Mythology
Course of Study

Findlay City Schools

2018
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Wor{d Mytfio{ogy
Writing Team
Shannon Wannemacfier

:M.issumStatement
':Educating and "Empowering for Life

'Be{iefs
Our 6eflefs form the ethica{ foundation of the :find{ay City Schoo{s.
1-Ve6efleve ....
• .Jt{{ students and f amifles have worth and are to 6e va{ued.
• Students need a safe and inclusive environment in order to fu{{y exyress who they are.
• .Jt{{ students can {earn.
• In order for each student to thrive, students, f amifles, staff and community must 6e vested in
their growth and devefoyment.
• .Jt{{ students need oyyortunities in and out of the c{assroom.
• :resmust 6e a ref{ection of our growing community and its needs.
• The Seven J{a6its of J{igh{y "Effective Teoy{e suyyorts {ife sfii{{s:
o J{a6it 1: 'Be Proactive
o J{a6it 2: 'Begin with the ':Endin J\1ind
o J{a6it 3: Tut :first Things :first
o J{a6it 4: Think 1-Vin-1-Vin
o J{a6it 5: Seek :first to 'Understand; Then to 'Be 'Understood
o J{a6it 6: Synergize
o J{a6it 7: Sharyen the Saw

FINDIAY CITY SCHOOLS
Curriculum Desum -Grades 6-12
Subject(s)

English

Grade/Course

11th or 12th/ World Mythology

Unit of Study
Pacing

Greek/Roman Mvtholo~
5 weeks

PRIORITY AND SUPPORTING STANDARDS
Priority Standard(s): RL.11-12.1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text
leaves matters uncertain.
W. 11-12.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

topics or texts, using valid

SL.11 -12.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher -led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
Supporting Standard(s): RL.11-12.2: Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex
account; provide an objective summary of the text.

RL.11-12.3: Analyze the impact of the author's choices regard ing how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama
(e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed) .
RL.11-12-4:Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in th e t ext, including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or
language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.)
RL.11-12.5: Analyze how an author 's choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where
to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contr ibute to its overall structure and
meaning as well as its aesthetic impact .
RL.11-12.6: Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from
what is really meant (e.g., satire , sarcasm, irony, or understatement).
Board Adopted Date

W.11-12-4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task,

purpose, and audience.
W.11-12.5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach,

focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.
W.11-12.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products
in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.
W.11-12.7= Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated

question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject,
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
W.11-12.8: Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches

effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source
and following a standard format for citation.
W.11-12.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
SL.11-12.2: Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively,

orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and
noting any discrepancies among the data.
SL.11-12-4 : Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization,
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks.
SL.11-12.5: Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio , visual , and interactive elements) in

presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.
SL.11-12.6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated
or appropriate.
L.11-12.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
L.11-12.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when

writing.
Board Adopted Date

L.11-12.3: Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective
choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
L.11-12-4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11-12
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
L.11-12.5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings .
L.11-12.6: Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading,

writing, speaking , and listening at the college and career readiness level ; demonstrate independence in gathering
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression .
"Unwrapped Skills"
"Unwrapped" Concepts
(students need to be ab le to do)
(students need to know)
Students will be able to:
Students will know how to :
Differentiate between the style, structure,
Determine the purpose of a particular
and purpose of myths and legends.
legend or myth and identify the
Compare legends and myths from diverse
cultural values or beliefs it is intended
cultures.
to illustrate .
Analyze the beliefs and values of different
Evaluate a legendary hero's qualities
cultures based on inferences from myths
and character traits.
and legends.
Define textual evidence.
Identify two or more texts from the same
Create questions and locate key
period that contain similar themes or
textual evidence to contribute to a
topics.
discussion work with peers.
Analyze how authors of two or more texts
Participate in discussion by posing
from the same time period treat similar
questions that connect the ideas of
themes or topics.
several speakers , responding to
Analyze how the point of view of an
questions , and elaborating on th eir
author impacts his or her approach to a
own ideas and the ideas of others .
theme or topic found in that time period .
Propel conversations by clarifying ,
Determine textual evidence that supports
verifying, or challenging ideas and
analysis, reflection , and/ or research.
conclusions to promote divergent and
Compose written responses and include
creativ e perspectives.
textual evidence to strength en my
Conduct appropriate research and
anal ysis, reflection , and/ or int erpretation .
identify credible sources .

Board Adopted Date

Bloom's Taxonomy
Levels
Remembering
Understanding
Applying
Analyzing
Evaluating
Creating

Vocabulary
despicable
carnal
immortal
mortal
demi-god
affliction
divining
hearth
lamentation
shroud

textual evidence
myth
allusion
dramatic irony
allegory
vernacular
tragedy
Hamartia
Catharsis
epic poem
**Names and places
associated with this culture.

Essential Questions
What are the myths and legends of the culture?
How do the characters/stories of this culture
compare to others?
What is a hero's journey and how does this format
cross cultures and genres?
How do the traits of a legendary hero exemplify the
values of the culture from which the legend
originated?
In what ways do myths illustrate the belief systems
and customs of the cultures that create them?

Board Adopted Date

Resources
Encyclopedia of Mythology
D'Aulaire's Book of Greek Myths
Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief
Homer 's "The Odyssey"
"Oedipus the King"
Visual Media
Informational Texts

Understandin2/Corresponding
Big Ideas
Research presentation and paper (project) will focus on
modern influences from mythology.
Ongoing preparation for standardized testing (ACT, AIR,
SAT, etc.).

FINDLAY CI1Y SCHOOLS
Curriculum Desi,:m-Grades 6-12
Subject(s)

English

Grade/Course

11th or 12th/ World Mythology

Unit of Study
Pacing

Norse/Celtic Mythology
4 weeks

PRIORITY AND SUPPORTING STANDARDS
Priority Standard(s): RL.11-12.1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text
leaves matters uncertain.
W. 11-12.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences
well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

or events using effective technique,

SL.11-12.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher -led) with diverse partners on grades 11- 12 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
Supporting

Standard(s):

RL.11-12.3: Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama
(e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed).
RL.11-12-4:Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or
language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.)
RL.11-12.5:Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where
to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and
meaning as well as its aesthetic impact .
RL.11-12.6:Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from
what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarc asm, irony, or understatement).

Board Adopted Date

W.11-12-4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task,

purpose, and audience.
W.11-12.5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning , revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach,

focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.
W.11-12.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products

in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.
W.11-12.T Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated

question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject,
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
W.11-12.8 : Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches

effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source
and following a standard format for citation.
W.11-12.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis , reflection, and research.
SL.11-12.2: Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively,
orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and
noting any discrepancies among the data.
SL.11-12-4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization,
development, substance , and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks.
SL.11-12.5: Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in

presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest .
SL.11-12.6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated
or appropriate.
L.11-12.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
L.11-12.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when

writing.
Board Adopted Date

L.11-12.3: Apply knowledge oflanguage to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective

choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
L.11-12-4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11-12

reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
L.11-12.5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
L.11-12.6: Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading,
writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

"Unwrapped Skills"
(students need to be able to do)
Students will be able to:
- Differentiate between the style, structure,
and purpose of myths and legends.
- Compare legends and myths from diverse
cultures.
- Analyze the beliefs and values of different
cultures based on inferences from myths
and legends.
- Identify characters and stories that are
relevant today.
- Use knowledge of old English to acquire
new vocabulary.

textual evidence
myth
allusion
situational irony
allegory
Board Adopted Date

"Unwrapped" Concepts
(students need to know)
Students will know how to:
Determine the purpose of a particular
legend or myth and identify the
cultural values or beliefs it is intended
to illustrate.
Evaluate a legendary hero 's qualities
and character traits.
Compare representations of
characters and stories with current
pop culture.
Construct their own myth.
Conduct appropriate research and
identify credible sources.
Participate in discussions and propel
discussions with information and
ideas.

Vocabularv
**Names and places
associated with this culture.

Ragnarok
Asgard

Resources
Encyclopedia of Mythology
Le Morte D'Arthur
Idylls of the King
Beowulf
Hotel Valhalla

Bloom's Taxonomy
Levels
Remembering
Understanding
Applying
Analyzing
Evaluating
Creating

vernacular
Poetic Edda
Prose Edda

Ygdrasil
Abode
slain
rejuvenate
steed
betrothal
berserk
ransack
scathe
heathen

Essential Questions
- What are the myths and legends of the culture?
How do the characters/stories of this culture
compare to others?
- How do these myths influence literature and pop
culture?
- In what ways do myths illustrate the belief systems
and customs of the cultures that create them?

Board Adopted Date

Visual Media
Informational Texts

Understandin~/Corresponding
Big Ideas
Research presentation and paper (project) will focus
on modern influences from mythology.
Ongoing preparation for standardi zed testing (ACT,
AIR, SAT, etc.).

FINDLAY CIIT SCHOOLS
Curriculum Desi211-Grades 6-12
Subject(s)

English

Grade/Course

nth or 12th/ World Mythology

Unit of Study
Pacing

Egyptian Mythology
4 weeks

PRIORIIT AND SUPPORTING STANDARDS
Priority Standard(s): RL.11-12.7: Analyze multiple interpretations
of a story, drama, or poem, evaluating
how each version interprets the source text.
W. 11-12.2: Write informative/explanatory
texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts and
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
SL.11-12.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
Supporting

Standard(s):

RL.11-12.3: Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama
(e.g., where a story is set, how the act ion is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed).
RL.11-12-4:Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or
language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors .)
RL.11-12.5:Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where
to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and
meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.
RL.11-12.6: Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from
what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement) .
W.11-12-4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization , and style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience.
Board Adopted Date

W.11-12.5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approa ch,

focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.
W.11-12.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce , publish, and update individual or shared writing products

in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.
W.11-12.7: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-gen erated
question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject,
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
W.11-12.8 : Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches
effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose , and audience; int egrat e
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source
and following a standard format for citation.
W.11-12.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support anal ysis, reflection, and research.
SL.11-12.2: Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visuall y, quantitativ ely,
orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems , evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and
noting any discrepancies among the data.
SL.11-12-4: Present information , findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that

listeners can follow the line of reasoning , alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization ,
development , substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audi ence, and a range of formal and informal tasks.
SL.11-12.5: Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical , audio, visual , and interactive elements) in
presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasonin g, and evidence and to add interest .
SL.11-12.6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated
or appropriate.
L.11-12.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
L.11-12.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation , and spelling when

vvriting.
L.11-12.3 : Apply knowledge oflanguage to understand how language functions in different contexts , to make effective
choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

Board Adopted Date

L.11-12-4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
L.11-12.5:

11- 12

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

L.11-12.6: Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading,
writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

"Unwrapped Skills"
(students need to be able to do}
Students will be able to:
- Differentiate betvveen the style, structure,
and purpose of myths and legends.
- Compare legends and myths from diverse
cultures.
- Analyze the beliefs and values of different
cultures based on inferences from myths
and legends.
- Create unique visual depictions of
myths/stories.
- Describe the role the gods/goddesses
played in culture.

textual evidence
myth
allusion
situational irony
allegory
Board Adopted Date

"Unwrapped" Concepts
(students need to know}
Students will know how to:
Determine the purpose of a particular
legend or myth and identify the
cultural values or beliefs it is intended
to illustrate .
Evaluate a legendary hero's qualities
and character traits.
Recognize the development of
·1anguage from hieroglyphics.
Identify the role of myths/religion in
ancient Egypt.
Participate in discussion by posing
questions that connect the ideas of
several speakers , responding to
questions , and elaborating on their
own ideas and the ideas of others.
Conduct appropriate research and
identify credible sources.

Vocabulary
**Names and places
associated v\riththis culture.

hieroglyphics
firmament

Resources
Encyclopedia of Mythology
Antony and Cleopatra
Nefertiti
The Red Pyramid
Various poetry

Bloom 's Taxonomy
Leve ls
Remembering
Understanding
Applying
Analyzing
Evaluating
Creating

mummification
Pharaoh
scarab
embellish

Essential Questions
- What are the myths and legends of the culture?
- How do the characters/ stories of this culture
compare to others?
- How is th is culture/mythology viewed and/or
represented throughout history?
- How does Egyptian art reflect the beliefs and values
of the culture?
In what ways do myths illustrate the belief systems
and customs of the cultures that create them?

Board Adopted Date

Visual Media
Informational Texts

Understandin2:/Corresponding
Big Ideas
Research presentation and paper (project) will focus
on modern influences from mythology.

Ongoing preparation for standardized testing (ACT,
AIR, SAT, etc.).

FINDLAY CITY SCHOOLS
Curriculum Deshm-Grades 6-12
Subject(s)

English

Grade/Course

nth or 12th/ World Mythology

Unit of Study

Asian Mythology (primarily Chinese/Japanese)
2 weeks

Pacing

PRIORITY AND SUPPORTING STANDARDS
Priority Standard(s): RL.11-12.1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text
leaves matters uncertain.
W. 11-12.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

topics or texts, using valid

SL.11-12.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11- 12 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
Supporting Standard(s): RL.11-12.2: Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex
account; provide an objective summary of the text .

RL.11-12.3: Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama
(e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed).
RL.11-12-4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and conno tative
meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or
language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors .)
RL.11-12.5:Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where
to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and
meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.
RL.11-12.6:Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from
what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).
Board Adopted Date

W.11-12-4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development , organization, and style are appropriate to task,

purpose, and audience.
W.11-12.5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach,
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.
W.11-12.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish , and update individual or shared writing products

in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.
W.11-12.7: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated

question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject,
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
W.11-12.8: Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches

effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose , and audience; integrate
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source
and following a standard format for citation .
W.11-12.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
SL.11-12.2: Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively,

orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and
noting any discrepancies among the data.
SL.11-12-4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization ,
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience , and a range of formal and informal tasks.
SL.11-12.5: Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in

presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.
SL.11-12.6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated
or appropriate.
L.11-12.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
L.11-12.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when

writing.
Board Adopted Date

L.11-12.3: Apply knowledge oflanguage to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective
choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11-12
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
L.11-12-4 :

L.11-12.5:

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships , and nuances in word meanings.

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading,
writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
L.11-12.6:

"Unwrapped Skills"
(students need to be able to do)
Students will be able to:
- Differentiate between the style, structure,
and purpose of myths and legends.
- Compare legends and myths from diverse
cultures.
- Analyze the beliefs and values of different
cultures based on inferences from myths
and legends.
- Identify two or more texts from the same
period that contain similar themes or
topics.
- Analyze how authors of two or more texts
from the same time period treat similar
themes or topics .
- Analyze how the point of view of an
author impacts his or her approach to a
theme or topic found in that time period .
- Determine textual evidence that supports
analysis, reflection , and/ or research.
- Compose written responses and include
textual evidence to strengthen my
analysis, reflection, and/ or interpretation.

Board Adopted Date

"Unwrapped" Concepts
(students need to know)
Students will know how to:
Determine the purpose of a particular
legend or myth and identify the
cultural values or beliefs it is intended
to illustrate.
Evaluate a legendary hero 's qualities
and character traits.
Define textual evidence.
Create questions and locate key
textual evidence to contribute to a
discussion work with peers.
Participate in discussion by posing
questions that connect the ideas of
several speakers, responding to
questions, and elaborating on their
own ideas and the ideas of others.
Propel conversations by clarifying,
verifying, or challenging ideas and
conclusions to promote divergent and
creative perspectives.
Conduct appropriate research and
identify credible sources.

Bloom's Taxonomy
Levels
Remembering
Understanding
Applying
Analyzing
Evaluating
Creating

Vocabulary

textual evidence
myth
allusion
situational irony
allegory
vernacular

**Names and places
associated with this culture.

Essential Questions
What are the myths and legends of the culture?
How do the characters/stories of this culture
compare to others?
What is a hero's journey and how does this format
cross cultures and genres?
How do the traits of a legendary hero exemplify the
values of the culture from which the legend
originated?
In what ways do myths illustrate the belief systems
and customs of the cultures that create them?

Board Adopted Date

Resources
Encyclopedia of Mythology
Various myths/stories
Various poems
Monkey King
Silver Phoenix
Visual Media
Informational Texts
Understandine/Corresponding
Big Ideas
Research presentation and paper (project) will focus
on modern influences from mythology .

Ongoing preparation for standardized testing (ACT,
AIR, SAT, etc.).

FINDLAY CITY SCHOOLS
Curriculum Design-Grades 6-12
Subject(s)

English

Grade/Course

11th or 12th/ World Mythology

Unit of Study

Native American Mythology/Early American beliefs
3 weeks

Pacing

i
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____,
Priority Standard(s): RL.11-12.9: Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and earlytwentieth century foundational works of American literature, including how two or more texts from the
same period treat similar themes or topics.

r--

____

_

___

_

_

_

W. 11-12.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

topics or texts, using valid

SL.11-12.3: Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing
stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.

the

Supporting Standard(s): RL.11-12.2:Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex
account; provide an objective summary of the text.

RL.11-12.3: Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama
(e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed) .
RL.11-12-4:Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or
language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.)
RL.11-12.5: Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where
to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and
meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.
RL.11-12.6:Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from
what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement) .

Board Adopted Date

RI.11-12.8: Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the application of constitutional
principles and use oflegal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court majority opinions and dissents) and the premises ,
purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses).
W.11-12-4:Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience.
W.11-12.5:Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting , or trying a new approach,
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.
W.11-12.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish , and update individual or shared writing products
in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.
W.11-12.7:Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated
question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject ,
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
W.11-12.8: Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches
effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source
and following a standard format for citation.
W.11-12.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis , reflection, and research .
SL.11-12.2:Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitati vely,
orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems , evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and
noting any discrepancies among the data.
SL.11-12-4:Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspecti ve, such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization,
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks.
SL.11-12.5: Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interacti ve element s) in
presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning , and evidence and to add interest.
SL.11-12.6:Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated
or appropriate.
Board Adopted Date

L.11-12.1:

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

L.11-12.2:

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when

\NTiting.
L.11-12.3: Apply knowledge oflanguage to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective
choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
L.11-12-4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
L.11-12.5:

11-12

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

L.11-12.6: Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading,
·writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

"Unwrapped Skills"
"Unwrapped" Concepts
(students need to be able to do)
(students need to know)
Students will be able to:
Students will know how to:
- Differentiate between the style, structure,
Determine the purpose of a particular
and purpose of myths and legends.
legend or myth and identify the
- Compare legends and myths from diverse
cultural values or beliefs it is intended
cultures.
to illustrate.
- Analyze the beliefs and values of different
Define textual evidence.
cultures based on inferences from myths
Create questions and locate key
and legends.
textual evidence to contribute to a
- Analyze rhetoric used in myths and
discussion work with peers.
foundational documents.
Participate in discussion by posing
- Evaluate speaker 's point of view.
questions that connect the ideas of
- Compose written responses and include
several speakers, responding to
textual evidence to strengthen my
questions, and elaborating on their
analysis, reflection, and/ or interpretation .
own ideas and the ideas of others.
Propel conversations by clarifying ,
verifying, or challenging ideas and
conclusions to promote divergent and
creative perspectives .

Board Adopted Date

Bloom's Taxonomy
Levels
Remembering
Understanding
Applying
Analyzing
Evaluating
Creating

-

Vocabulary
textual evidence
myth
allusion
situational irony
allegory
vernacular
ethos
pathos
logos
rhetorical questions
paradox

**Names and places
associated with this culture.

Essential Questions
What are the myths and legends of the culture?
How do the characters/ stories of this culture
compare to others?
What is a hero's journey and how does this format
cross cultures and genres?
How are the foundational texts influenced by early
beliefs?
What type of rhetoric was used by early settlers in
dealing with Native Americans and their beliefs?
In what ways do myths illustrate the belief systems
and customs of the cultures that create them?

Board Adopted Date

Conduct appropriate research and
identify credible sources.

Resources
Encyclopedia of Mythology
Various myths/stories
Various poems
Declaration of Independence
Bill of Rights
Visual Media
Informational Texts

Understandine:/CorresuondinJ!
Big Ideas
Research presentation and paper (project) will focus
on modern influences from mythology.
Ongoing preparation for standardized testing (ACT,
AIR, SAT, etc.).

